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Overview of Research Methods

“Research methods” is conceptualized broadly here in an effort to be inclusive of a
variety of epistemologies in a variety of disciplines. Virtually all disciplines have some
method that can be adapted to do SoTL. In addition, though many methods are especially
appropriate to the social sciences, faculty members in other disciplines can get help,
learn, and use these methods to do SoTL in their disciplines.

1. reflection, analysis, and sharing of a product that discusses, reports on teaching ad
learning
(e.g., a teaching portfolio, an essay or poem on one’s teaching)

2. interviews and focus groups
(e.g., face-to-face conversation with open-ended questions with students or others;
tend to be mostly qualitative)

3. questionnaires
(e.g., survey students and/or faculty members on a topic; tends to be mostly
quantitative)

4. content analysis of text or documents
(e.g., analysis of student papers)

5. secondary analysis of existing data
(e.g., student records or test data or other questionnaire data)

6. quasi-experiments
(e.g., comparison of two sections of the same course where one section, for example,
has an additional assignment or uses more active learning, etc.)

7. Other?
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